
Maj. Gen. Thomas A. Bussiere is the 
Commander, Eighth Air Force (Air 
Forces Strategic), Barksdale Air Force 
Base, Louisiana, and Joint Functional 
Component Commander for Global 
Strike, U.S. Strategic Command, Offutt 
AFB, Nebraska. "The Mighty Eighth" 
serves as the air component headquarters 
to USSTRATCOM for strategic deter-
rence, global strike, and operates 
USSTRATCOM's Joint Air Operations 
Center. The Joint 
Functional Com-
ponent Command 
for Global Strike 
plans and exe-
cutes strategic 
deterrence and 
global strike oper-
ations for 
USSTRATCOM. 
General Bussiere 
also commands 
Task Force 204, which oversees the Air 
Force nuclear bomber and reconnais-
sance activities in support of 
USSTRATCOM. 

General Bussiere is a 1985 distin-
guished graduate of Reserve Officer 
Training Corps from Norwich Universi-
ty. He has held a variety of flying, staff 
and command assignments including 
Commander, 509th Bomb Wing; Inspec-
tor General, Headquarters, Air Force 
Global Strike Command; Advanced Pro-
grams Division, Headquarters, Air Com-
bat Command; and Duty as the Deputy 
Chief of Staff, Multi-National Force-

Iraq, Camp Victory, Baghdad Iraq. He 
commanded the 325th Bomb Squadron, 
13th Bomb Squadron and 509th Opera-
tions Group at Whiteman AFB, Mis-
souri. General Bussiere is a graduate of 
the School of Advanced Air and Space 
Studies and the Army War College Ad-
vanced Strategic Arts Program. Prior to 
his current assignment, he served as the 
Deputy Director, for Nuclear, Homeland 
Defense, and Current Operations, Joint 
Staff, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 

 General Bussiere is a command pilot 
with more than 3,300 hours in the T-38, 
F-15C, B-1B and B-2A. He led F-15C 
combat missions during Operations 
Southern Watch and Vigilant Warrior 
and B-2 combat missions during Opera-
tions Allied Force and Iraqi Freedom.   

His major decorations include the De-
fense Superior Service Medal with oak 
leaf cluster, Legion of Merit with two 
oak leaf clusters, Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Bronze Star, Meritorious Service 
Medal with three oak leaf clusters, Air 
Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Aerial 
Achievement Medal, Air Force Com-
mendation Medal and the Air Force 
Achievement Medal with oak leaf clus-
ter. 

Chief Master Sergeant Alan G. Boling 
is the Command Chief  Master Sergeant, 
Eighth Air Force (Air Forces Strategic), 
Barksdale Air Force Base, LA., and Sen-
ior Enlisted Leader for Task Force 
204.  He is responsible to the command-
er for the operational utilization, readi-
ness, assignment, morale, and welfare, 

of more than 16,000 active-duty, Air 
National Guard and Reserve profession-
als assigned to Eighth Air Force. 

Chief Boling entered the service in 
1989. Following Basic Training he at-
tended the Communications Computer 
Systems Operators Course at Keesler 
AFB, Mississippi. His first assignment 
was under Strategic Air Command and 
later U.S. Strategic Command where he 
worked as a World 
Wide Military Com-
mand and Control 
Systems operator at 
Offutt AFB, Nebras-
ka. His subsequent 
assignments includ-
ed Yokota Air Base, 
Japan, Keesler AFB, 
Mississippi, Head-
quarters Alaskan 
Command, the 23rd 
Wing at Moody AFB, Georgia, two 
tours with the 332nd Air Expeditionary 
Wing, Balad AB, Iraq, followed by an 
assignment to Kunsan AB, Korea, with 
the 8th Fighter Wing. He was reassigned 
to Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, then Offutt 
AFB, Nebraska, followed by Lajes 
Field, Azores, and Travis AFB, CA.   

His major decorations include a Le-
gion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal with one oak leaf cluster, 
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak 
leaf clusters, Joint Service Commenda-
tion Medal, Air Force Commendation 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, and 
the Air Force Achievement Medal. 
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Congratulations to Greg Doyal, Eagle Volunteer of the Year 
for 2016. Greg is a Senior Vice President within Commercial 
Banking at Home Federal Bank. Since joining HFB in 2009, 
he has been instrumental in expanding the bank's commercial 
business and acquiring new client relationships. He is well 
respected in the community for his regular participation in and 
support of many of the HFB’s community initiatives and activ-
ities.  

Greg Doyal has also served the Shreveport Bossier Military 
Affairs Council over the past six years, with the past two years 
serving as the Vice President of the Annual Celebrate Barks-
dale Picnic.   

He joined the Board of the MAC in 2016. He has also served 

as a past Board member of Southern 
Trace Country Club and Holiday in Dix-
ie.  He was honored as a 2013 recipient 
of the Greater Shreveport Chamber of 
Commerce Young Professional Initiative 
top 40 under 40. 

Greg is a Bossier City native and grad-
uated from Airline High School.  He at-
tended the University of Louisiana at 
Monroe and holds a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration in Finance.  He and 
his wife, Lisa, are the parents of two boys (Carter – 10 and 
Hayden – 6) both students at St. Joseph School in Shreveport.   

Welcome new 8 AF Leaders!  

MAC Eagle of the Year 
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MAC Membership Drive Underway 
 

We are currently in our Membership Renewal Drive.  
As part of your membership renewal, you will be re-
quired to have a new Eagle Pass issued.   All Eagle 
Passes issued before 1 Jan 2017 will expire 31 Jan 
2017, no matter what the listed expiration date is on the 
card.  These passes will require a photo and a back-
ground check before they will be issued through the 
Security Forces.  On the first of each month, the base 
will receive an updated renewal list.  This list will con-
tain the names of all members that have renewed prior 
to the end of the previous month.  Once the base ap-
proves the list, you will be sent an Eagle Pass applica-
tion form.  Please fill out the application form and take 
it with you to the West Gate Visitor Center (just over 
the Barksdale Bridge).   Their hours are Monday – 
Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  If you would like to 
contact them to ensure the system is up, their con-
tact number is 456-4292/456-4354.    

Note:   The only exception will be members that 
already have a military ID (retiree, DOD Civilian em-
ployee, military dependent).  They will use their mili-
tary ID to access the base.   

A few tips to make this process smoother for you and 
for the Security Forces on base: 

 Make sure that you tell them you are there to get an 
“EAGLE PASS FOR THE MAC”--there are many 
different types of passes that are issued, so they need to 
know which one you are requesting.   The pass should 
include 7 day a week access/24 hours a day.  It should 
also allow escort for up to 4 people in your vehicle. 

When you go, you will be asked for your pass form, 
driver’s license, registration and Proof of Insur-
ance.  Remember you are being authorized to drive on 
base, so they need the proper documents.  Don’t have 
any weapons of any type in your vehicle, it is subject to 
search. 

Try not to go at lunch time—more confusion and 
more congestion.  There is normally a line, so you may 
have to wait.   

If the system is down at the West Gate Visitors Center 
(the Shreveport-Barksdale Bridge Gate), they may di-
rect you to the East Gate (off Industrial Drive). Be 
aware, this is the gate that handles all the contractors 
and large truck traffic, so it is busy with lots of moving 
vehicles.   

Air Show President’s Club  
 

We are proud to host the U.S. Navy Blue Angels as the head-
line act for the 2017 Barksdale Airshow. The Airshow will 
be May 6 - 7, 2017.  The purpose of military airshows is to stim-
ulate interest in the mission of the U.S. military and recruit our 
best and brightest young people to protect and lead our military 
in the future. 

 The MAC provides financial support for the Barksdale Air-
show, and since a majority of the expenses are funded by the 
MAC, your support is very important.  These donations are used 
to pay for fuel, attracting the best aerobatic pilots in the world, 
lodging and transportation, and ensuring Barksdale is the per-
former's best airshow experience. Over the past few years the 
Barksdale Airshow has become a world class show and we need 
your support to continue to rise to the next level.  Please consid-
er supporting the show and become a President's Club member.   

Cathy McHugh is the President's Club chairperson and you 
can contact her at mchughc00@gmail.com or 318-393-2774. 

Operation Hero ‘16: Reporting for duty  
Operation Hero recruits run through a mock personnel de-
ployment function line during Operation Hero 2016 at 
Barksdale Air Force Base, La., Sept. 24. The annual event 
allows children to have a better understanding of what Air-
men go through before deploying. During the PDF line the 
recruits met with the Military Personnel Section, Finance, 
Medical Group, Chapel, Security Forces and the Airman 
and Family Readiness Center. The Military Affairs Council 
is the sponsor for Operation Hero  (U.S. Air Force photo/
Senior Airman Amanda Morris) 

 

 

 
MAC Spring Social, 27 March 2017, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  

Eldorado Resort & Casino 
 

Barksdale Air Show, 6-7 May 2017 
 

MAC Update Luncheon/Scholarship Presentation, TBD 
 

MAC Christmas Social, 18 December 2017, 6:30 p.m.  
Eldorado Resort & Casino 
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