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AFGSC welcomes new deputy commander 
Air Force Global Strike Command welcomed Lt. Gen. An-

thony Cotton as the new deputy commander of Air Force 
Global Strike Command and Air Forces Strategic-Air, U.S. 
Strategic Command, Oct. 28.  

AFGSC provides strategic deter-
rence, global strike capability, and 
combat support to STRATCOM 
and other geographic combatant 
commands. The command is com-
prised of more than 33,700 profes-
sionals operating at two numbered 
air forces; 11 active duty, Air Na-
tional Guard, and Air Force Re-
serve wings; and the Joint Global 
Strike Operations Center and the Nuclear Command, 
Control and Communications Center. Weapons systems 
assigned to AFGSC include all Air Force Intercontinen-
tal Ballistic Missiles and bomber aircraft, UH-1N heli-
copters, E-4B National Airborne Operations Center air-
craft, and the Air Force NC3 weapons system.  

Lt. Gen. Cotton entered the Air Force through the 
ROTC program in 1986 where he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh. He has commanded at the squad-
ron, group, and wing levels. He served as the Deputy 

Director of the Secretary and Chief of Staff of the Air 
Force Executive Action Group, as the Senior Military 
Assistant to the Under Secretary of Defense for Intelli-
gence, and Deputy Director of the National Reconnais-
sance Office. He was also the Vice Commander and 
Commander of the 341st Missile Wing, Malmstrom 
AFB, Montana, and the Commander of the 45th Space 
Wing and Director of the Eastern Range, Patrick AFB, 
Florida. Prior to his current assignment, Lt. Gen. Cotton 
served as the Commander and President, Air University, 
Air Education and Training Command, Maxwell AFB, 
Alabama.  

His major awards and decorations include the Distin-
guished Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, Defense 
Superior Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, Legion of 
Merit with oak leaf cluster, Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with three oak leaf 
clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal with oak leaf 
cluster, Air Force Achievement Medal with oak leaf 
cluster, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with oak leaf 
cluster, Combat Readiness Medal with oak leaf cluster, 
National Defense Service Medal with device, Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal, and the National Re-
connaissance Office Medal of Distinguished Perfor-
mance. 

Lt. Gen. Cotton 

Congratulations to our Eagle Volunteer of the 
Year for 2019 Brigadier General (Retired) Jack 
Ihle.  Jack is a long-time member of the MAC. 

He has served for several years on the Board of Directors, 
chaired the Celebrate Barksdale Golf Tournament twice and 
has been a Celebrate Barksdale Picnic and Air Show volunteer 
for many years. Jack and his wife, Donna, are also a host fami-
ly for the Roots for Boots Program. His contributions to our 
Organization are immeasurable.    

General Ihle graduated from Lakota High School, West 
Chester, Ohio, in 1964 and entered the Air Force in 1969 after 
commissioning through the Reserve Officer Training Corps 
program at Ohio State University.   

In addition to Barksdale Air Force Base, he served his coun-
try in assignments including Moody Air Force Base, GA, Da-
vid-Monthan Air Force Base, AZ, Bitburg Air Base, Germany, 
Korat Royal Thailand Air Force Base in Thailand, Red Flag at 
Nellis Air Force Base, NV, Naval Air Station New Orleans, LA 
and Bergstrom Air Reserve Base and Naval Air Station Ft. 
Worth, TX.  Jack was recalled to active duty in support of Op-
eration Desert Shield/Storm where he flew 40 combat missions 
in the A-10. 

Brigadier General Jack C. Ihle was 
the commander of the Air Force Re-
serve Command's 917th Wing, Barks-
dale AFB, LA from May 1998 
through April 2005.  He is a command 
pilot with more than 5000 hours flying 
time in the F-4, A-37, A-10, F-16 and 
B-52 aircraft.  He retired from the 
United States Reserves in April of 
2005 and has spent his time golfing, 
volunteering with several organiza-
tions, including the Daedalians, Barks-
dale Pharmacy, and visiting with his children and grandchil-
dren.  

He holds a Bachelor’s of Science Degree in Industrial Engi-
neering from Ohio State University, and a Master’s of Business 
Administration from Louisiana Tech University.   

He was born in Cincinnati, Ohio and has lived in the Shreve-
port area since 1998.    

He is married to Donna and they have 2 children and 3 
grandchildren.   

General Jack Ihle 

General Ihle named ‘19 Eagle Volunteer of the Year 
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OPERATION 

 
 
The 2019 Operation Hero (OH) event was held on 28 Sep-

tember 2019 at the Barksdale SrA Bryan Bell Fitness Center.  
Its purpose is to give our military kids (ages 4-15) a better un-
derstanding of the deployment process.  The event consist of a 
mock deployment line, demonstrations by EOD, Emergency 
Management, Fire Department, Medical Group/Ambulance 
Services and Security Forces. The kids also have the experience 
of completing an obstacle course, mock “nerf” shooting range 
and “field lunch”.   

At this year’s event, they had over 130 volunteers, 100 chil-
dren and over 69 adults. 

The Shreveport-Bossier Military Affairs Council is a proud 
sponsor of Operation Hero.  (U.S. Air Force courtesy photos) 
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MAC SCHOLARSHIP 

As many of you know at the beginning of Sequestration, Tuition Assistance for Airmen was discontinued.  As the MAC 
became aware of the hiatus in the Tuition Assistance Program, we began to explore ways to help soften the financial 
blow for some of the Airmen who found themselves covering their own tuition expenses.   

The MAC embraced the opportunity to be of assistance to the men and women of Barksdale and made a pledge of 
$100,000 to support a multi-year MAC Scholarship Program.   A five-year program (2013-2017) was developed to provide 
$1,000 scholarships to 20 deserving Airmen each year.     

This program was so valued by Barksdale, that it was highlighted during a briefing to the Secretary of the Air Force’s 
Installation Excellence Evaluation Team and was part of the award-winning presentation on support and cooperation 
between Barksdale and the surrounding community.   

While the initial 5-year program came to a close in 2017, the MAC Board of Directors has voted to continue this pro-
gram for an additional five years.  We are currently looking for anyone who would like to support our Active Duty and 
Reserve Airmen continue their education.   If you are interested in donating to our scholarship program, please contact 
our Executive Director, Kathi Smith at maceagle@shreve.net or 429-2418.   

MAC Spring Social 
 2 April 2019, 5:30 - 7:30 p.m 
Petroleum Club (Tentative) 

 
MAC Update Luncheons/Scholarship  

Presentation 
Jun 2020 

 
Celebrate Barksdale Golf Tournament 

21 September 2020 
Stonebridge 

 
Celebrate Barksdale Picnic 

9 Oct 2020 
 

MAC Christmas Social 
TBD 

 
Barksdale Air Show 

8-9 May 2021 
 

February 2020 

Roots for Boots 
(Adopt an Airmen Program) 

 
The Military Affairs Council and Barksdale Air Force 

Base introduced the Roots for Boots (Adopt an Airmen 
Program) in December 2016.  This program is designed to 
provide Airmen with an avenue to form friendships and 
gather support beyond the formal work environment. If 
you can remember leaving behind the comfort and securi-
ty of your parents’ home, then you will understand the 
needs of the young men and women in this program. Rig-
orous military standards can tax even the best of spirits, 
producing feelings of great stress to make the grade in 
some Airmen, and in others, moments of loneliness, 
homesickness and doubt. The official relationship lasts for 
the duration of time that the Airman is assigned to Barks-
dale AFB, or when one of the two parties decides to termi-
nate the relationship.  

The goal of the program is to have individuals from the 
community serve as the Airman’s mentor, friend, and ad-
visor, providing a caring environment to relax away from 
the pressures of work and future deployments.  Partici-
pants are also in the position to serve as a positive adult 
role model helping Airmen understand their role as a ca-
reer Air Force Airman and reinforcing positive social val-
ues.  We will attempt to match host families with Airmen 
who share the same basic characteristics. Airmen can re-
quest “by name” host families. 

The Roots for Boots Program is run by the Military 
Affairs Council (MAC) but families are not required to be 
MAC members to participate in this program.  The MAC is 
a 501 © 3 non-profit with a history of service and ties to 
Barksdale AFB.   

If you have the desire and commitment to make a 
difference in a young Airman’s life, this is the program for 
you!  Kem Smelser is the Program Manager.  If you inter-
ested in being involved in the program or have questions, 
please contact him at ksmelse@aol.com or 318 636-6134.   

 

mailto:maceagle@shreve.net

